[p53 gene mutations in BALB/c 3T3 cells transformed by crocidolite].
This study sought to address the relationship between crocidolite and p53 gene mutation. The mutations of p53 gene in 8 BALB/c 3T3 cell lines transformed by crocidolite were analysed. Altogether 11 exons of the gene from 8 cell lines were detected by PCR-SSCP. 7 alterations were found; 2 of them were located in exon 4-6, and 5 in 9-11. Most of the mutations (5/7) were of one more band than that of wild cell from SSCP, and alterations were randomly scattered among the crocidolite doses groups. The results suggest that the presence of a p53 alteration is not related to the dose of crocidolite used. Besides, p53 mutation may occur in a relatively later period of the growth of the transformed cell lines. The results also showed that the mutations occurred predominantly in exons 9-11. This was different from that seen in human mesothelioma where mutations in the exon 5-8 of p53 gene were more frequently observed.